
WHY SHOULD WE UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE ALIKE?

Introduction

1) The Bible is the inspired word of God (2 Pet. 1:20-21; 2 Tim. 3:16)

2) The Scriptures will instruct a person so as to be complete unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16b-17)

3) “Can we understand the Bible alike?” - asked in view of the divisions in the religious world

4) Many today have changed the question: “Why should we understand the Bible alike?”

a) Reflection of Postmodernism, a philosophy that all religious views and doctrines are equally valid and true – that different people can and should understand Bible differently

5) Scriptural answers need to be provided to these questions – does God expect us to understand the Bible, His inspired word, alike? Why should we understand the Bible alike?

I) We Can Understand God’s Word

A) God has made His word available and understandable to man (Deut. 30:11-16; Rom. 10:6-10)

B) A common understanding results when we read God’s word (Eph. 3:2-5; cf. 1 Tim. 2:3-4)


C) We are commanded to understand the will of the Lord (Eph. 5:17)

1) Bible examples demonstrate that it is possible (Neh. 8:7-8; Acts 8:35-36)
II) We Are to Understand the Bible Alike

A) Speak same thing – same mind and judgment (1 Cor. 1:10)


B) All are to observe the same limits of sound doctrine (1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Jn. 9-11)


C) Same doctrine/faith given to every congregation of God’s people (1 Cor. 4:17)



1) No congregation/individual has a “right” to teach, practice, or tolerate any error that will condemn men before God (Rev. 2:15-16; 2 Tim. 2:15-18)


D) We must understand the Bible alike to fulfill Jesus’ prayer for unity (Jn. 17:20-21)
III) Various Rationales for Tolerating Different Understandings of Bible Doctrines            

(“Let’s agree to disagree,” “Everyone should think independently,” “Sincere brethren see things differently,” “What difference does it make what we believe?” “We can have unity-in-diversity,” or “Unity without uniformity)

A) Lack of clarity in what the Bible teaches  (see 2 Pet. 3:15-16)


B) Historical precedence  (see 2 Thess. 2:15)


C) Romans 14  (see Rom. 14:3-5; 2 Jn. 9-11)


D) Gospel/Doctrine distinction  (see 1 Tim. 1:10-11)


E) Church/Individual autonomy  (see 1 Cor. 4:6, 17)

IV) Why Is There Religious Division Today?


A) False standards of authority



1) Doctrines of men (Matt. 15:9)



2) Majority rule (Ex. 23:2)



3) Emotion/zeal/sincerity (Rom. 10:2-3)



4) Results achieved (Rom. 3:8)


B) Unity will be lacking where there is not a common goal of seeking Bible authority for all we do and say (Col. 3:17 – command, example, necessary inference; book, chapter, verse)


C) Wedge of division driven by those who introduce unauthorized teachings and activities
 (1 Kgs. 18:17-18)
Conclusion

Not only can we understand the Bible alike, but we must do so if we are to obey God’s will and defend the faith against the false doctrines of men. If we understand Bible at all, it will be alike. Why do divisions exist in the religious world? Attitudes toward truth (Acts 28:24-27).


