THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE (II)
Introduction

1) The Bible claims to be given by the “inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16)

2) There are additional internal and external evidences to support this claim as true

3) This lesson will examine a few examples of this evidence, as well as human efforts to deny the inspiration of the Bible
I) Unity of the Bible


A) Bible written by about 40 different writers over a period of about 1600 years



1) Writers lived in different parts of the world and had varied social, occupational, and educational backgrounds



2) Written in three separate languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

B) In spite of this, the Bible message demonstrates great harmony – alleged contradictions have never been shown to be legitimate


C) Writing style is unique – brevity, non-emotionalism, no cover-up of sin


D) Points to the fact that the Bible is not a product of human design and wisdom

II) History/Archaeology/Geography

A) Hittites were thought to have never existed (Gen. 15:20); capital discovered in 1906


B) Hezekiah’s tunnel has recently been radiocarbon dated to the time of Hezekiah


C) Identify Biblical sites: Gibeon, Gezer, Dan, etc.



1) Other archaeological examples: “House of David” inscription, Cyrus Cylinder, Pilate 
inscription, numerous Bible figures found named in ancient inscriptions and records


D) Accurate in geography (Lk. 2:42 – “up to Jerusalem”; Josh. 2:16)


E) Where Bible history can be checked, it has been found accurate; encourages our faith in those 
areas which cannot be checked – lends additional credibility to the claim of inspiration

III) Scientific Accuracy
A) Life is in the blood (Gen. 9:4)
B) Earth suspended in space (Job 26:7)
C) The Bible is not a scientific textbook, but where it touches on science it speaks accurately
IV) Prophecy (Isaiah 46:9-10)

A) Isaiah (700 BC) prophesied of Cyrus, king of Persia allowing Jews to return to Palestine after Babylonian captivity (Isa. 44:28-45:7; fulfilled in 536 BC – Ezra 1)


B) Babylon would never be rebuilt (Isa. 13:20 – 700 BC; still true today)


C) Over 300 Old Testament prophecies about Jesus – all fulfilled



1) Born of a virgin in Bethlehem (Isa. 7:14; Micah 5:2; Matt. 1:18-23; 2:1-6)



2) Suffer and die (Isa. 53; Lk. 24:25-27; Acts 13:29)



3) Rise from the dead (Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:31)

Conclusion
Many more examples could be given, but these are more than sufficient to convince the honest mind that the Bible is no ordinary book – it is what it claims, a book inspired by God.

__________________________________________________________
Man’s Efforts to Deny the Inspiration of the Bible
I) Denials of the Inspiration of the Old Testament


A) Apocryphal books and “lost books”


1) Included in some versions, but never accepted by Jews as Scripture (cf. Rom. 3:2)


B) Documentary Hypothesis


1) JEDP theory; source criticism



2) Denies Mosaic authorship of Pentateuch; four human traditions compiled at a later time


C) Denial of predictive prophecy


1) Denial of stated truths of prophetic books and their fulfillments



2) Example: Daniel is said to be written after prophesied events – 165 BC
I) Denials of the Inspiration of the New Testament

A) Human councils “determined” canon of New Testament and some books were “left out”


1) God’s grace and providence has always provided and preserved His truth for man



2) As early writings circulated, inspired scripture was identified (1 Tim. 5:18; 2 Pet. 3:15-16)



3) Holy Spirit, by the apostles and prophets, guided early church into all truth (Jn. 16:13; Jude 3), not fallible men or denominational councils!


B) Some books of the New Testament claimed not be “authentic” (not completely genuine or written by stated author – ex. Gospels, Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, Jude, 2 & 3 John)



1) Such arguments derive from human wisdom – modernistic and dangerous to our faith


C) Only a small portion of what is written is actually “historically true” (Jesus Seminar)

1) Denial of miracles and other bothersome passages – unsubstantiated claims

Conclusion
The New Testament writings contain the all-sufficient and complete word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). They are indestructible and cannot be changed or amended (1 Pet. 1:23-25; Gal. 1:6-9).

The Bible is the inspired word of God!
