THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE (I)
Introduction

What is Truth?


Relativism – truth is subjective


Pluralism – many equal “truths”


Agnosticism – truth cannot be known


Superstition – truth is contrary to evidence


Revelation – truth has been revealed by God and can be known by man

1) 2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God

2) Scripture [graphe] – a writing; in the technical sense, scripture; an oracle of God

3) Inspiration [theoneustos] – lit. God-breathed


a) Verbal (every word) and Plenary (every part) inspiration of the Bible

b) “…it is breathed out by God, ‘God-breathed,’ the product of the creative breath of God. In a word, what is declared by this fundamental passage is simply that the Scriptures are a divine product…No term could have been chosen, however, which would have more emphatically asserted the divine production of Scripture than that which is here employed” (B.B. Warfield, ISBE, rev. ed., vol. 2, p. 840)
4) We shall investigate the claims given in the Bible for the inspiration of the New Testament

I) God Spoke in Time Past – Men Spoke and Wrote Word


A) Prophets – holy men spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit [inspiration] (2 Pet. 1:20-21)



1) Prophetic word more sure than eyewitness testimony (vv. 16-19)



2) Spoken word came by inspiration, not by “private interpretation” [human origin] (vv. 20-21)



3) Predictive prophecy a great internal evidence of Bible inspiration (Isa. 46:9-11)

II) “Thus Saith the Lord”


A) Phrase, or equivalent, occurs more than 2000 times in the Old Testament


B) God speaking to man by the mouth of man (2 Sam. 23:1-2; Isa. 1:1-2; Jer. 1:9; 10:1-2)

C) Zechariah 7:12 – words = verbal inspiration; Jer. 36:1-6, 32 – written, preserved

D) Divine inspiration of OT reflected in NT quotations (Heb. 3:7 & 4:7; Acts 28:25; Heb. 10:15; Matt. 22:43 & Mk. 12:36)

III) Testimony of Jesus

A) John 10:34-35 – Psalms = Law, Scripture (cf. Jn. 15:25)


1) “Cannot be broken” – cannot be undone, loosed, or deprived of its binding authority


B) Matthew 5:17-18 – Jot and tittle



1) Not one jot (yod – smallest letter in Hebrew alphabet) or tittle (smallest stroke, or projection, or a letter to distinguish it from another letter) will pass away until fulfilled



2) All of word is preserved, protected, and given authority of God – plenary [full] inspiration

God communicated in times past by the prophets (Heb. 1:1)
God now speaks to us by His Son (v. 2) – New Testament!

Now investigate the inspiration of the New Testament
I) The Revelation of the New Covenant

A) Divine authority of the words of Jesus (Matt. 7:24-29; Jn. 12:48-49)


B) Revelation of all truth by the Holy Spirit through the apostles and prophets



1) Remembrance of what had already been taught and revelation of all truth (Jn. 14:25-26; 16:12-13; cf. Matt. 10:19-20)

II) Revelation Recorded in Written Words – Verbal Inspiration

A) God – revelation of the mystery by the Spirit – to His holy apostles and prophets – written in words – readers understand the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:1-6)


B) God revealed His will through His Spirit in words (1 Cor. 2:7-13)


C) This is why we are not to go “beyond what is written” (1 Cor. 4:6), but rather hold fast to the traditions of truth preserved in inspired writings (2 Thess. 2:15; 2 Tim. 1:13 – “pattern [sketch, mold] of sound words”)

III) Claims of Inspiration in New Testament

A) Paul – Gal. 1:11-12; 1 Cor. 7:40; 14:37 


B) 1 Timothy 5:18 – OT and NT quoted and identified as inspired Scripture

C) Paul’s epistles included among the “Scriptures” (2 Pet. 3:15-16)


D) Inspiration of God could involve investigation of previous writings (Lk. 1:1-4), human writer’s experience and style (1 Cor. 15:32; Phil. 1:12-14), and arrangement of material (Jn. 20:30-31); not mindless dictation, but men moved by the Holy Spirit to preach and record the mind of God in revealed words
Conclusion

Jude 3 affirmations:

Organized and formal body of truth – “the faith”

Complete, unalterable, sufficient – “once for all delivered”
Given from heaven to men – “delivered to the saints”
Contend earnestly for “the faith”! – No need for latter-day revelations or doubt about 
books of the Bible

The New Testament writings contain the all-sufficient and complete word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Thess. 2:13). They are indestructible and cannot be changed or amended (1 Pet. 1:23-25; Gal. 1:6-9; Rev. 22:18-19).

