Redeem the Time
Ephesians 5:15, 16, “See then that you walk carefully, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
Introduction.
 Eph. 5:16, “making the most of your time, because the days are evil.”  (NASB).
 Ephesians 4 and 5 describe them.
Metaphor, based on commercial usage,  buy in the market, redeem for oneself. “Buy up” the opportunity, for maximum benefit.  Make the most of it, take advantage of it. 
Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Here is the beginning of “time.” To accommodate man (God is eternal). 
Gen. 8:22, “While the earth remains .. summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” God established the “measurements” of time. 
I. Time is short.
1 Cor. 7:29-31, let nothing (family, weeping, rejoicing, employment, possessions) hinder us spiritually.
Job 14:1, 2, “Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue.”
Psalm 103:15, “As for man, his days are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.  For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, And its place remembers it no more.” 

Time is said to pass very rapidly.
Job 7:6, 7, “My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle… Oh, remember that my life is a breath!”
Job 9:25, 26, “Now my days are swifter than a runner. They flee away… They pass like swift ships, Like an eagle swooping on its prey.”
III. Life is a “vapor.”  Fog, steam, mist, smoke
There is no “tomorrow.” Prov. 27:1, “Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth.”
James 4:13, 14, “Come now, you who say, Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell and make a profit; Whereas  you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is just a vapor, that appears for a little time, and then vanishes away.”
James 4:15. “Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills,  we will live and do this or that”. Not only “SAY IT” but really MEAN it. 
We urgently need to believe with all our heart that GOD CONTROLS TIME. 
And therefore we ought to be very thankful for the time that God gives us and make the most of it. Remember: Time = opportunity. 
IV. How is time wasted?
Laziness, Rom. 12:11, “not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 
Heb. 6:12, “that you do not become sluggish (lazy) …” 5:11, “dull of hearing” (same word). 
Excuses, 1 Kings 20:40, “busy here and there and he was gone.” 
Anxiety. “Be anxious for nothing.” Phil. 4:6. This is an improper use of time.
1 Cor. 7:32, “I want you to be without  care”
Col. 3:1, 2, “seek those things which are above” – but often our mind is distracted by anxieties (worries). 
Wanting to have more and better. Luke 8:14, “Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”
Luke 12:15, Much time wasted wanting and then getting things we want. 
Entertainment, diversions, pleasures of life. Luke 8:14, thorns = pleasures of life. TV, music, internet, reading, visits, phone (cell), travelling. Much of this can be innocent in itself -- but it can be very time-consuming.  Matt. 6:33, is the church really first? 
Regret. Have something to do with “time”? “Oh, if only I had …” or “if only I had not …”
Phil. 3:13, “One thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize …”
Waiting. How many hours do we waste in waiting rooms? Precious minutes (hours).
Always have Bible, NT, tract, study book.  Bible tapes in house, car, truck.  Can use headphones almost anywhere. 
V.  Program (plan) our time: work, eat, sleep.
There is time to worship God.
There is time to pray.
There is time to study for serious Bible. 
There is time to visit in order to teach others. 
BUT if it is not programmed (planned)?? 
Time is like capital to invest.
It is the principal asset of man. 
We can’t loan it. We can’t hoard it. 
We can only “spend “ (use) it. 
And one day we will give account to God for the way we spent it. 
Not “agonize” but “organize” time.
Each person has 168 hours each week. 
So we need to organize our time always putting first things first.
Avoid serving God “on the run.” 
Remember Haggai 1:2, "The time has not come, the time for the house of the LORD to be rebuilt.” But did they have time to build their houses? Oh, yes, and even paneled them. 
Haggai  warned them: “Consider your ways” 
Remember Jn. 4:35
“Do you not say, There are still four months and then comes the harvest? 
Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest.” 
VI. “Take advantage” of every opportunity.
Jn. 9:4, “I must work the works of Him who sent me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.”
We must look for open doors, 1 Cor. 16:9. Like the eunuch, Cornelius, Lydia, the jailor, those of Berea. 
Time is PRECIOUS

No matter how it’s measured (whether by clock, calendar or other means) it is very PRECIOUS. 
TIME IS LIFE!  Do we really want to “kill time”?  
VII. What happens if we “waste” time?
Talents not used, Matt. 25:14-31. 
There is no growth, Heb. 5:12-14.
Character not developed, 2 Pet. 1:5-7. 
The lost remain lost.
The world goes from bad to worse, 2 Tim. 3:13
Matt. 5:13-16. Not salt, light.  
We lose our soul, Rev. 3:16, 17. 
Conclusion.
“Therefore, be careful how you walk.” 
Do we do it? Making the most of our time? Have you obeyed the gospel? 
Do you put the Lord first in your life? 
The most dangerous “thief” of time is PROCRASTINATION. 
House on fire, RUN, BUY EXTINGUISHER. Too late! 
Doctor says, “You have six months.” RUN AND BUY LIFE INSURANCE.  Too late! 
 “You need an operation now.” “Oh, I should take vitamins.”  Way too late for that now. 
The Lord invites us NOW.
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” Rev. 3:20. 
But on “That Day” many will say, “Lord, Lord, open to us.‘“
But He will say, “Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.‘” Matt. 25:11. 

One of the most deceptive lies of Satan: “There’s a lot of time!” 
“There’s more than enough time!” “Don’t hurry!” 
Rom. 13:11, “knowing the time,  that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep.” 
