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Climbing  God’s  Ladder


The Seventh Step: 
L O V E 

John 13:34-35 
   
A  new  commandment  I  
give  to  you,  that  you  love  
one  another:  just  as  I  have  
loved  you,  you  also  are  to  
love  one  another.    By  this  
all  people  will  know  that  
you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  
have  love  for  one  
another.”


“They  love  one  another…  
They  don’t  consider  themselves  brothers    
in  the  usual  sense,  but  brothers  instead  
through  the  Spirit,  in  God.”


ArisNdes  to  Emperor  Hadrian,  
2nd  Century


…and  godliness  with  
brotherly  affecNon,  and  
brotherly  affecNon  with  

love.
 2  Peter  2:5-­‐7


agape
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Anyone  who  does  not  love  
does  not  know  God,  because  

God  is  love.

1  John  4:8
 “But  I  say  to  you,    

    Love  your  enemies…”


MaYhew  5:43-­‐48


“Love  is  not    
affecNonate  feeling,    

but  a  steady  wish  for  the    
loved  person’s  ulNmate  good    
as  far  as  it  can  be  obtained”


C.S.  Lewis


“[Love]  is  not  simply  a  wave  of    
emoNon…  it  is  a  deliberate  achievement  
      and  conquest  and  victory  of  the  will.”  

     





William  Barclay


God  shows  his  love    
for  us  in  that  while    
we  were  sNll  sinners,    
Christ  died  for  us.

Romans  5:7-­‐8


Love  is  acNon

not  emoNon
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Love  bears  all  things,    

      believes  all  things,    


      hopes  all  things,    

      endures  all  things.


1  Corinthians  13:1-­‐7


________  is  paNent  and  kind;  
________  does  not  envy  or  boast;  
_________  is  not  arrogant    or  rude.  
__________  does  not  insist  on  its  own  
way;  ___________  is  not  irritable  or  
resenaul;  __________  does  not  rejoice  
at  wrongdoing,  but  rejoices  with  the  
truth.  _________bears  all  things,  
believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  
endures  all  things.


2 Peter 1:5-11 


For  in  this  way  there  will  
be  richly  provided  for  you  
an  entrance  into  the  
eternal  kingdom  of  our  
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  
Christ.
 Remember! 

“I  intend  to  remind  you”  (1:12)


What God Supplies 
* God’s  divine  power  has  granted    
“all  things  that  pertain  to  life    
and  godliness”  



* God  offers  us  His  divine  nature  (1:4)


* We  must  supply  “every  effort”


In  this  is  love,    
not  that  we  have  loved  God    
but  that  he  loved  us  and  sent  his  Son    
to  be  the  propiNaNon  for  our  sins.


1  John  4:10



