Mistakes of the Rich Farmer Luke 12:13-21
The Sin of Covetousness
Luke 12:15, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist of the abundance of the things he possesses.”
Millions – including many church members -- never learn this truth.
The occasion – v. 13, 14, “divide the inheritance with me.”
Jewish rabbis acted as judges of such.
Jesus didn’t get involved with such, Jn. 18:36, “my kingdom is not of this world” 
V. 15, Warning: Be careful, beware of covetousness. Like flashing red light!
There’s a big difference between “live” and “have possessions.” 
Do we understand this? 

Many are very small with riches. Others are very great without riches.
Many are determined to “live” the “American Dream”!
But beware of covetousness because it spoils the dream.
Not condemned for being rich. Abraham was very rich. So were Job, others 
God prospers His people. Deut. 8:7-10, “good land, you will lack nothing.”
“then you shall bless the Lord.”
“Honor the Lord with your possessions.” Prov. 3:9.
Not accused of dishonesty. 
Didn’t defraud anyone that we know of. 
Certainly not lazy. Worked with diligence. 
Probably employed many people.
Did not covet what others had. 
He had to be an intelligent man in order to be successful.
But he was ignorant of many important things. 
Many times the problem is not “ignorant,” but “ignore”. 
But he knew nothing of “generosity.” 
He knew nothing of “responsibility” toward others. 
Eph. 4:28, Work “that he may have something to give to him who has need.”
Do we keep this in mind as we work? 
The more the Lord multiplied His blessings on him, the more his covetousness (selfishness) grew. 
Are we guilty? Do WE know about “generosity” and “responsibility”?
What do we do with our prosperity?
Raise in salary? Extra money we make? 
So what were the mistakes of this rich farmer?
1. V. 17, “He thought within himself”
Instead of consulting with God about his finances. How about you and me?
The day will come when God will say, “Give an account of your stewardship” Lk. 16:2. 
2. V. 17, “I have no room to store my crops.”
BUT he did have “where” to store them –the world is full of needy people.
Titus 3:14, “And let our people also learn to maintain good works to meet urgent needs that they may not be unfruitful.” 
3. V. 17-19, He was blind to the source of his blessings – says “I”, “mine” repeatedly, does not give thanks to God.
Deut. 8:18, “And you shall remember… it is the Lord who gives you power to get wealth.” 
Repeat: “Honor the Lord with your possessions.” Prov. 3:9.
If we do not recognize God as the source of blessings, we will be like the rich farmer – we won’t even thank Him!
And we certainly will not use our possessions according to His will. 
We will think only of our “wants.” 
Many people leave God completely out of the picture.
They say, “I worked, I made it, it’s mine, and I’m going to spend it as I please.” 
This means not looking beyond one’s own selfish interests. 
This is covetousness (idolatry, Col. 3:5) 
This is precisely the opposite of Luke 9:23, “let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
Matt. 6:19, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth … but in heaven …”
Matt. 25:35, “I was hungry … naked …”
Do you think Jesus is NOT hungry, naked today? Lift up your eyes, look around. 
4. He did not look beyond this world. Did everything on the basis of this life in this world. Millions do the same.
Col. 3:1, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on things above, not on things of the earth.” 
5. V. 18, “I will do this” – made a decision in favor of himself, without taking into account the need of others.
I will keep and use my money for myself. 
The selfish man says, “After all, you can’t help everyone.” “Let them take care of themselves.” 
All he thought of was larger barns, in order to have more for himself. 
Store (keep) instead of giving, helping, distributing.
1 Tim. 6:17, 18, Do not “trust in uncertain riches but in the living God… do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share …”
6. He lived only for the outward man (not for the inward man)
v. 19, “take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." Satisfy the outward man.
2 Cor. 4:16-18, “we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen … eternal.”
7. He was boastful about how long he would live. “You have many goods laid up for many years.”
Prov. 27:1, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”
James 4:13-15, “What is your life … a vapor”
Notice the contrast between “many years” and “this night.”
Ps. 39:4-6, “that I may know how frail I am.” 
Psalm 103:15, 16, “As for man, his days are like grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes. For the wind passes over it, and it is gone …”
He thought that he was the owner of his crops and barns.
He even thought that he was the owner of time. 
He thought he had control over both. 
Eccl. 8:8, “No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, and no one has power in the day of death.” 
8. He said “my soul” but the Lord took it.
Ecles. 12:7, “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.” 
He said “my goods” but he lost all of them. Ecles. 2:18, “I must leave it to the man who will come after me.” 
9. He thought (and the world thought) that he was a successful man.
That he was wise, thrifty. 
But God says: “You fool.” 
Because he was rich? NO. 
Because he was guilty of covetousness (selfishness) “which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5) 
Conclusion:
He said “Soul … be merry.” 
But people who do not serve God with their possessions are taken to a world where there is no pleasure. 
Luke 16:24, “I am tormented in this flame.” 
The lesson for us: "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
Luke 16:9, make friends for yourselves by means of riches that when they fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home.
