THE RELIGION OF ISLAM (II):

Koran vs. Bible
Introduction
1) In a study concerning Islam and Christianity, there are two major issues of difference that must be investigated in order to ascertain the truth

a) Revelation – Koran vs. Bible

b) Prophet – Muhammad vs. Jesus

2) This study will investigate the issue of REVELATION – Koran vs. Bible

a) Which revelation is inspired of God – authentic, final, and sufficient?
I) Origin

A) Koran


1) Claims to have been revealed from God (surah 10:37; its purpose – 18:1)



2) Revealed to Muhammad over 23 year period (AD 609-632); agency of angel Gabriel


3) Muhammad illiterate – recited while others memorized or wrote words



4) Compiled and codified ca. AD 650 (114 surahs [chapters])



5) Considered as the final, definitive word of God superseding all others (5:44-48)



6) Must accept and follow Islam/Koran to be accepted by God (3:85; 5:66)



a) Those who reject the Koran are condemned as infidels (2:89-90)


B) Bible


1) Claims to have been revealed from God (2 Tim. 3:16; Gal. 1:11-12)



2) Revealed to some 40 writers over 1600 years (1500 BC – AD 100)



3) Revealed by Holy Spirit to men of God who spoke and wrote (2 Pet. 1:21; Eph. 3:3-5)



4) 66 books (OT 39; NT 27); unified by overall theme of redemption of mankind from sin



5) Considered as the final, definitive word of God (2 Tim. 3:17; Jn. 16:13; Jude 3)



6) Must heed and obey the call of the gospel to be saved by God (2 Thess. 2:13-15)




a) Those who reject the word of God will be condemned (Jn. 12:48)
II) Miraculous Confirmation

A) Koran


1) None – Muhammad did no miracles (surah 29:50)


2) Any objection against the Koran because of this is regarded as foolish (17:91; 21:5)



3) Challenge given to write something comparable to it (10:38; 11:13)


B) Bible


1) New Testament fully confirmed by miraculous signs (Mk. 16:20; Heb. 2:3-4)
III) False Charge of “Corruption”

A) The Koran is defended as God’s only authentic revelation by Muslims today with the argument that previous books and revelations (Bible) have been “lost or corrupted”


1) Typical charge of latter-day revelation groups (e.g. Mormons) and skeptics



2) If this is so, God lied (1 Pet. 1:23-25), therefore cannot be trusted preserving any revelation


3) This charge needs to be proved, not just asserted – we demand proof of this charge!


B) This charge is not found in Koran – Muhammad makes no such argument; instead he encouraged Jews and Christians of his day to follow the Torah and Gospel (surah 5:66, 68)!



1) Muhammad lived in the 7th cent. AD; Bible textual evidence goes back to 2–4th cent. A.D., proving charge of textual corruption false by the testimony of Muhammad himself
Conclusion
The charge of corruption being unproven and false, the Bible stands superior as the miraculously confirmed, authentic, and final revelation of God. The Koran is a human addition to the word of God, which is condemned (Rev. 22:18-19). The next study will take a closer look at the contradictory and troubling teachings of the Koran and Islam.
