THE RELIGION OF ISLAM (IV):

Muhammad vs. Jesus
Introduction
1) In a study of Islam and Christianity, there are two major issues of difference that must be settled: what is the divine message today and who was the divinely-commissioned messenger?

a) Revelation – Koran vs. Bible

b) Prophet – Muhammad vs. Jesus

2) This study will investigate the issue of PROPHET – Muhammad vs. Jesus

a) Which messenger is God’s final and greatest prophet to speak His last message to mankind?
I) History

A) Muhammad


1) Born in AD 570 into the leading tribe of the town of Mecca; name means “highly praised”



2) Traveled with trading caravans as youth; exposed to Judaism and Catholicism


3) At age 25 he married a widow, Khadija, who was fifteen years his senior



4) Claimed to receive vision from angel Gabriel in 609; spent rest of life revealing Koran


5) Not received well in Mecca; persecuted; fled to Medina (622, hijarah, start of calendar)


6) Began violent period of life – war and pillage; defeated army of Mecca (624 Battle of Badr)



7) Died in AD 632 (approx. 62 years old) in Medina; his tomb is located there

B) Jesus


1) Eternal God, the Word, before the world was (Isa. 9:6; Mic. 5:2; Jn. 1:1; 17:5)


2) Became flesh and dwelt with man [incarnation] (Jn. 1:14; Phil. 2:7; Heb. 2:14)


3) Suffered and died as sacrifice for sins; raised to endless life (Rom. 5:8-9; Heb. 7:24)



4) Ascended to heaven; received glory, authority, and kingdom (Matt. 28:18; Dan. 7:13-14)



5) Will return to raise dead and judge all men at the last day (2 Cor. 5:10; Jn. 6:40; 12:48)
II) Is Muhammad God’s Final Prophet?

A) Claims of the Koran


1) Many prophets have been sent by God (surah 4:163-165; Jesus included as one of many)


2) Jesus announced coming of Muhammad (61:6); Muhammad is last prophet (33:40)


3) Muhammad has spoken ultimate revelation and must be obeyed (5:48; 4:59)


4) Muhammad described in OT and NT (7:157); the following passages have been identified:



a) Deuteronomy 18:15-19





1) Answer – Prophet from midst of Israel; fulfilled by Jesus (Acts 3:18-26)




b) John 16:7





1) Answer – Comforter is Holy Spirit sent to the apostles (14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:13)

B) Muhammad 600 years too late to fulfill the promised Prophet and Comforter



1) Still, Islam denies Jesus as Son of God, died for mankind, and is glorified king in heaven
III) Jesus Is God’s Final and Greatest Prophet, Messenger, Savior, King, and Son

A) Jesus identified as the Prophet that God would “raise up” (Acts 3:18-26)

B) Jesus is God’s divine spokesman to us in these last days (Jn. 1:1, 17; Matt. 17:5; Heb. 1:1-2)


C) Jesus and His words are God’s will to the end of time (Matt. 28:20; Jn. 12:48; Gal. 1:6-12)

D) Jesus is the only way to God and eternal salvation (Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12; Phil. 2:9)


E) YES! Jesus is God’s final Prophet, Priest, and King; others who claim otherwise are false!


1) Son of God (Matt. 16:13-19) – Claimed before eyewitnesses and confirmed by miracles
Conclusion
Islam is a religion that is founded upon a man who did no miracles and is now dead, along with a “revelation” that denies the fundamental truths of the gospel of Christ. Islamic objections and arguments have been found erroneous and false, while Jesus and His gospel stand unshaken by the false claims and latter-day revelations of man. All glory and praise to Jesus, the Son of God!
