THE RELIGION OF ISLAM (I):

Definitions and Doctrines

Introduction
1) We live in a time when there is much conversation and controversy surrounding the religion of Islam (terrorism, mosque building, Shari’ah law, Koran burnings, etc)
2) It is a religion growing throughout the world

a) 1.6 billion Muslims around the world (greatest % in Indonesia; only 15% Arab)

b) Anywhere from 2.6 million in US (0.8% of population; 1200+ mosques)

3) Quite likely to encounter Muslims at school, work, neighborhood, etc.

4) Need to understand and critically examine this religion in the light of Biblical truth

a) Give fair and careful examination of teachings and claims (1 Thess. 5:21; Acts 17:16-17)

b) Contrast Koran-Bible and Muhammad-Jesus (central issues)


c) Do this prayerfully, sincerely, and with the love of God, truth, and the souls of men

I) Personal Experience with Islam

A) My personal experience with Islam began in the fall of 1988



1) “Introduction to World Religions” course at USF; did research paper on Islam


2) Studied Islam’s history, interviewed a Muslim, and attended a mosque service

B) Have continued to study and speak on Islam as it spreads throughout our society
II) Definitions and Meanings

A) Islam = to submit, surrender, commit oneself



1) “The word Islam is derived from the Arabic root “SLM” which means, among other things, peace, purity, submission and obedience. In the religious sense the word Islam means submission to the Will of God and obedience to His Law” 
(Hammudah Abdalati, Islam in Focus, p. 7)


B) Muslim = one who submits; a follower of Islam

C) Qur’an (Koran) = recitation, recital; holy book of Islam; considered as final revelation

D) Holy Sites = (1) Mecca, (2) Medina, (3) Jerusalem

E) Major Branches = Sunni (90%), Shia (10%)

F) Shari’ah Law = Islamic codified law applied in life and society
III) The Fundamental Doctrines of Islam


A) Six Fundamental Articles of Faith


1) God (the one God to which all must submit; “Allah” – Arabic word for “God”)


2) The Prophets (messengers of God, such as Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Muhammad)


3) Holy Books (early ones corrupted; last authentic revelation is Quran)


4) Angels (spiritual beings that serve God)


5) Predestination (Qadar; all events happen according to God’s exact knowledge)


6) Day of Judgment (judge between good and evil, and deliver reward or punishment)

B) Five Pillars (religious duties)



1) Creed (“There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his Prophet”)


2) Prayer (five daily prayers facing Mecca: morning, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, evening)


3) Giving (giving of alms to assist those who are in need; usually 2.5% minimum)


4) Ramadan (ninth month of Islamic calendar; fast daily from dawn to dusk)


5) Pilgrimage (trip to Mecca at least once in lifetime, if able, to visit the Ka’aba)

C) Jihad (struggle, striving; internal – overcome evil desires; external – holy war)

Conclusion
As this study of Islam continues, further attention will be given to the teachings of Islam and the Koran, as well as the central issues of Koran vs. Bible and Muhammad vs. Jesus.
