Broken Vessels Made New
Jeremiah 18:1-6

Introduction.


A. Many not satisfied with their lives. Youth – blunder; maturity – struggle; old age – regret. 


B. “Of all sad words of tongue and pen, the saddest are these: ‘It might have been.’”


“I’ve made so many mistakes… if only I could start over.” 


C. Many people long for “the land of beginning again.” They would do things so differently! 


D. God gives hope to broken lives! He offers hope to the hopeless. Gives us a “fresh start in life.” He’s the Creator, and also the RE-Creator! 


E. We can’t undo what’s done, can’t erase foolish deeds of past, but God can reshape, remake us into new vessels, useful to Him. 


2 Tim. 2:21, “if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.” 


I. Jer. 18:1, “The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying: "Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause you to hear My words." 

A. Go to the potter’s house. Watch him work, learn lessons. Two wheels to form clay – to make dishes, bowls, pots, etc. 


B. Works the clay on the wheel, uses his thumb and stone, removes impurities, shapes and molds it “after his will.” 


C. History of Israel: God the Potter, Israel the clay, Isa. 64:8, “But now, O Jehovah, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and Thou our potter; and all we are the work of thy hand.” 


D. God’s purpose was carried out to have a chosen people. They were shaped in Egypt, desert, Canaan… Molded by the law of Moses, prophets, psalms. 


II. God has formed all men.


 Jer. 10:8, 9, “Thy hands have framed me and fashioned me… fashioned me as clay.” 


A. Think of the human body, a marvel of design (digestive system, circulatory system, etc.), brain (mind, intellect, creative abilities). 


B. But man is not just a body; soul is even more amazing.

Zech. 12:1, “the Lord, who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.” 


2 Cor. 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.” 

III. The soul or spirit is God’s greatest interest and concern. 


Gen. 1:26, “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” Spiritual, not physical. 


Eccl.12:7, “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.” 


Jn. 3:16; Luke 19:10; Rom. 1:16 and many other texts have to do not with the physical life but the soul. 


A. He works the clay to remove impurities, shape our lives, makes us “new creatures,” useful vessels. 


B. We are purified by obeying the truth, 1 Pet. 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.” 


This is called the “new birth.” Jn. 3:5, “unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 


1 Pet. 1:23, “having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” 


It’s also called “regeneration”: Titus 3:5, “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” (Compare Acts 2:38). 

C. We must flee from all sin and follow after righteousness.

2 Tim. 2:22, “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 


Rom. 6 describes our death to sin, our burial in baptism and our resurrection to a new life.


Several chapters give lists of the works of the flesh and describe the new life that is created in the likeness of Christ.


For example, Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:14-26; Eph. 4:22-32; Col. 3, etc.


We must learn the meaning of all these terms. Some are not common words. Parents, study them with your children. 


D. What we become depends on two things: the kind of clay we are, and our response to the touch of the Potter’s hand (through His word). 


E. Most say, “I don’t need God’s help, can manage by myself.” “Do-it-yourself projects”, “self-made man.” It shows! 


IV. As potter’s wheel turns, so we are turning on the wheel of life, “worked” daily by circumstances, events of life. 


A. As we surrender to God’s will, He shapes our character.


Deut. 8:2, “And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.” 


2 Cor. 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

B. What do the experiences, trials and temptations of life do to us? Depends on our response to the Master’s touch. 


1 Cor. 7:29-32, “But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as though they had none, those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not possess, and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world is passing away.” 


C. Problems, disappointments, dead ends, many say, “I just don’t understand.” 

Judges 6:12, “And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?” 


Isa. 55:8, “ For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” 


D. Why didn’t He take away the fiery serpents (Num. 21:7, “pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.“)  Did He? No. He provided a remedy. 


E. Why didn’t God remove the thorn in Paul’s flesh? 2 Cor. 12:8-10, “Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me….My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 


 “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

 God knew best. 

F. “If I were God I would do things differently.” Would you have sent your son to die on the cross? 

V. Vessel was marred in the potter’s hand – Israel became unfaithful, fell into idolatry. 


A. What was problem? Impurities. Just like us. Sin in our lives. Self-will, rebellion. “Not Thy will but mine be done.” 


B. Not Potter’s fault. This “clay” has free will. Josh. 24:15 “As for me …”

No man has to sin. Man is deceived, chooses to sin. 


C. “His power can make you what you ought to be” IF you “let Him have His way with thee” – otherwise He cannot. 


D. Look what God did with Jacob’s sons. Joseph recognized the difference, now they were honorable men. 


E. Look what Jesus did with the apostles, Mark 1:17, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 

F. What about Simon? Was he a “rock” at first? Matt. 16:21-23; 26:69-74. No, but God “reshaped” him. 


G. Look at the rivalry and vain ambition among the apostles, right up to the time of Gethsemane, Luke 22:24. 


Remember John Mark? Acts 13:13, “John left them and returned to Jerusalem.” Sharp contention, Paul and Barnabas separated. 


So just write him off? Read 2 Tim. 4:11. “Bring Mark… he is useful to me.” 


Speaking of “useful,” remember Onesimus? Name meant “useful,” but became useless, but then… 


Philemon 11, “who formerly was useless to you, but now is useful both to you and to me.”


H. What about us? Don’t you imagine God has thought at times that we weren’t worth the effort?


Gospel changes us from “useless” to “useful.” 


VI. The Potter can do one of two things:


Throw the vessel away…  or reshape it! 


Who makes this decision? 


A. Our God is the God of the “second chance.” Jonah 3:1, “Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time.” 


B. Lk. 22:31, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.” 


V. 32, “But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 


C. The gospel is truly “the land of opportunity, the land of beginning again.” 


D. Listen to David. Ps. 51:17, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.” 


E. “Bring Christ your broken life, so marred by sin; He will create anew, make whole again.” 


F. Is it too late for me? All depends. Can your heart by touched by the Word? That’s the Potter’s wheel! 


G. As long as our heart can be touched by His word, He will continue working us on His wheel. The wheels are turning! What is your decision? 
